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	Lesson 1:  Our Family History  



Dear friends,

Welcome to our study, Women Speak of God. Throughout our Christian family we all speak of God in one way or another. Seldom do we say, "God is this" or "God is that." More often we tell a story. We tell about something that happened to us, perhaps about a crisis we endured and the way God was present to see us through. We tell about the birth of a child and the amazing blessing God has bestowed in our lives. We tell about a prayer answered or a challenge overcome. Stories are the way we tell about our lives. Stories are the way we remember who we are and who God is. 

This week we will talk about how families tell stories in order to form identity. Your family has stories that are told over and over at family gatherings. These stories say something about your family, its values, its struggles, and its dreams. As Christians, we are also a family. We tell our Christian family stories from Scripture and from history in order to form identity. These stories reflect our identity, our values, struggles, and dreams. These stories of faith give witness to the ways God has always been at work, in times and lands far away, as well as in our own time and land.

Throughout our eight weeks together, we will listen to voices from ancient times up to the present. Some​imes these voices are strange and alien. Listening to them is like entering a foreign land. Remember what it's like to be a guest in a strange place? You might feel excited, challenged, or even overwhelmed. Yet, when you spend time in a strange place, you see the world through new eyes. You are transformed by being in a new place.

Listening to the stories of these women and listening to the stories of those in your class will be like going on a trip to a new place. God will speak to you through all of these and through your own life. 

Blessings on this journey!

Amy
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