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	Lesson 7:  Revelation


Dear friends, 

John, the author of Revelation, believed that "the end is nigh." He expressed this conviction in the book's very first verse and then repeated it an additional seven times. It is not surprising that so many people who read Revelation today come to the same conclusion. For example, Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins in their book Are We Living in the End Times? say that the end is likely to come between the years 2000 and 2025. Others contend for an even more immediate “fulfillment” of Revelation, regarding the recent war with Iraq as the lynchpin event that will lead history quickly and inexorably to Armageddon. 

Needless to say, there are problems with this approach. Such expectation-raising and date-setting has always resulted in the discrediting of its authors and, most unfortunately, the discrediting of the Gospel itself in the minds of many people. I have to wonder, once the current Left Behind craze is over, what actually will be left behind? How will our grandchildren recall this generation of Christians?

Still, there are benefits to such thinking. For one thing, it encourages believers to seize the day, to make the most of the present. "What would you do if you knew that you had only one day to live?" is a question often asked as an exercise in values clarification. What really matters to us? What important things ought we not to delay doing any longer?

I remember being told as a young Christian to "pray like everything depended on God and work like everything depended on you." The same balance is necessary when it comes to eschatology. To live with an overheated expectation of the end can create numerous difficulties, such as parents who won't save for their children's college education because they are so certain of the nearness of Christ’s return. On the other hand, to live without an expectation of the end is also problematic. In point of fact, each day might be our last. In that sense at least, the eschatological future is always imminent. To put off living for God in the present is to risk losing that option entirely. I am only forty-seven years old, but already several friends from my youth are gone. Who would have expected it?  I know most of them did not.

Faith, like all of life, is a balancing act. Christianity becomes heresy precisely at the point when the desire for clarity, certainty, and simplicity forces the collapse of an existing tension, for example, between the humanity and divinity of Christ. Likewise, spirituality becomes dysfunctional and dangerous whenever it collapses an otherwise healthy tension. May God give us the grace to live genuinely in the present with faith fully open to the future.


Grace & peace,

Craig 
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